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Opinion: Can the mayor kill the
dragon?
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After staying in the o�ce of Bangladesh Truck and Covered Van Drivers Union for around three hours, Dhaka North City
Corporation Mayor Annisul Huq leaves the scene escorted by law enforcers at Tejgaon in the capital on November 29,
2015. Photo: Anisur Rahman
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Inam Ahmed

Mayor Annisul Huq had his first bitter taste of what lies ahead if he really wants to go

about his promises with sincerity. His mission virtually failed when he went to supervise

the clearing of the Tejgaon road where trucks are parked illegally, blocking the important

connecting pathway.

It also proved a lot of things – how rowdy and ill-disciplined our transport sector is, how

political patronage can lead to creation of monsters, how weak our institutions have

become because of politicization, how helpless the Dhaka city dwellers are and lot more.

READ MORE: Eviction drive sparks clash

Annisul, who seems to be more energetic than any other mayors that we had, who sounds

more affirmative and who seems to really want a change in Dhaka, looked overwhelmed

by the muscle power of the transport workers.

In the end he came out of his confinement making some empty roars. We now wait to see

if he can do what he took up as his task. This may well be his litmus taste because if he

has to put Dhaka in order he may well have to face many more similar incidents.

Transport workers burn tyres to block a street near the Tejgaon Truck Terminal in the capital on November 29, 2015,
protesting an eviction drive against illegal structures. Photo: Anisur Rahman
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But we also have to ask why  the transport sector has become this mighty that a mayor

with the status of minister and a minister whose office owns the land that was supposed

to be cleared off failed? It is because our political leaders have been using the transport

workers and owners to meet their political ends. The politicians’ interest has become

entrenched with the workers’ and owners’ profit.  When politicians use owners to stop

plying of all transportation to foil an opposition programme to stop party workers from

coming to Dhaka, when these owners provide trucks and buses for programmes of the

party in power; when these workers fill up meeting grounds of the political parties and

when the political leaders use these workers to collect tolls, the workers naturally become

monsters. It is then we get a rowdy transport sector.

And then the institutions have become ineffective because of corruption and political

influence. We can probably firmly say none of the trucks and buses that ply the Dhaka

streets are good enough to pass the fitness test. Yet they operate freely because they pay

bribes to the authorities concerned. So if you pay money then why should they expect any

harassment by the same authorities? What moral standing does the traffic police have to

catch them?

And all this have left us, the city dwellers, helpless. We become hostage to them. They can

run us over and get away. They can illegally occupy roads as parking slot. They can stop

any place on the road to pick passengers without bothering to know if they are blocking

the whole road. 

So, when the situation is like this, our mayor has a huge task in hand. We all wish him

success. We don't know how he will kill this dragon, but he must kill it if we want a better

Dhaka city. We will give him all the support.

Related Topics

Dhaka North City Corporation  Annisul Huq  mayor  truck  Tejgaon  Dhaka

eviction

Legal notice seeking necessary steps to kill aedes mosquito in Dhaka

Dhaka breathes

https://www.thedailystar.net/city/legal-notice-seeking-necessary-steps-kill-aedes-mosquito-in-dhaka-1899682
https://www.thedailystar.net/coronavirus-outbreak-in-bangladesh-dhaka-breathes-1887364
https://www.thedailystar.net/city/news/attack-journalist-city-polls-day-accused-remanded-1864315
https://www.thedailystar.net/tags/dhaka-north-city-corporation
https://www.thedailystar.net/tags/annisul-huq
https://www.thedailystar.net/tags/mayor
https://www.thedailystar.net/tags/truck
https://www.thedailystar.net/tags/tejgaon
https://www.thedailystar.net/tags/dhaka
https://www.thedailystar.net/tags/eviction
https://www.thedailystar.net/city/legal-notice-seeking-necessary-steps-kill-aedes-mosquito-in-dhaka-1899682
https://www.thedailystar.net/coronavirus-outbreak-in-bangladesh-dhaka-breathes-1887364


1/19/2021 Opinion: Can the mayor kill the dragon? | The Daily Star

https://www.thedailystar.net/country/opinion-can-the-mayor-kill-the-dragon-180256 4/7

Asha Moni

Grameenphone: 

Type START <space> BR and send SMS it to 22222

Robi: 

Type START <space> BR and send SMS it to 2222

LEAVE YOUR COMMENTS

TOP NEWS

Attack on journalist on city polls day: accused remanded

5-yr-old’s body recovered from ditch

DU demands withdrawal of pre-liberation DLitt degrees of 3 Pakistanis

Stay updated on the go with The Daily Star Android & iOS News App. Click here to
download it for your device.

The Daily Star Breaking news alert on your phone
 

Banglalink: 

Type START <space> BR and send SMS it to 2225
Find more information on SMS subscription

COMMENT POLICY

Similar projects, different stories

Practise tolerance, shun differences

India to send 20 lakh vaccine shots as gift

Legal notice served seeking directives on stopping fictional, anti-state rhetoric at Waz Mahfil

0 Comments Sort by 

Facebook Comments Plugin

Newest

Add a comment...

https://www.thedailystar.net/country/dhaka-minor-girl-body-recovered-ditch-1864279
https://www.thedailystar.net/city/news/du-teachers-students-demand-withdrawal-pre-independence-honorary-degrees-3-pakistanis-1864273
https://www.thedailystar.net/city/news/attack-journalist-city-polls-day-accused-remanded-1864315
https://www.thedailystar.net/country/dhaka-minor-girl-body-recovered-ditch-1864279
https://www.thedailystar.net/city/news/du-teachers-students-demand-withdrawal-pre-independence-honorary-degrees-3-pakistanis-1864273
https://www.thedailystar.net/
https://www.thedailystar.net/apps-upgrade/index.html
https://www.thedailystar.net/apps-upgrade/index.html
https://www.thedailystar.net/sms-subscription
https://www.thedailystar.net/sms-subscription
https://www.thedailystar.net/comment-policy
https://www.thedailystar.net/frontpage/news/similar-projects-different-stories-2030061
https://www.thedailystar.net/frontpage/news/practise-tolerance-shun-differences-2030053
https://www.thedailystar.net/frontpage/news/india-send-20-lakh-vaccine-shots-gift-2030045
https://www.thedailystar.net/law-our-rights/law-news/news/legal-notice-served-seeking-directives-stopping-fictional-anti-state-rhetoric-waz-mahfil-2030253
https://developers.facebook.com/products/social-plugins/comments/?utm_campaign=social_plugins&utm_medium=offsite_pages&utm_source=comments_plugin


1/19/2021 Opinion: Can the mayor kill the dragon? | The Daily Star

https://www.thedailystar.net/country/opinion-can-the-mayor-kill-the-dragon-180256 5/7

MORE FROM COUNTRY

Rafikul shines in gourd farming

Couple meet tragic end on way to work

Can a woman register a Muslim marriage?

VIEW MORE

LATEST FROM STAR LIVE

https://www.thedailystar.net/country
https://www.thedailystar.net/country/news/rafikul-shines-gourd-farming-2030189
https://www.thedailystar.net/country/news/rafikul-shines-gourd-farming-2030189
https://www.thedailystar.net/frontpage/news/couple-meet-tragic-end-way-work-2030057
https://www.thedailystar.net/opinion/news/can-woman-register-muslim-marriage-2030033
https://www.thedailystar.net/top-news
https://www.thedailystar.net/video-stories


1/19/2021 Opinion: Can the mayor kill the dragon? | The Daily Star

https://www.thedailystar.net/country/opinion-can-the-mayor-kill-the-dragon-180256 6/7

A&E Talk with Elita: Sabila Nur

Understanding tandoori chai

https://www.thedailystar.net/star-live/news/ae-talk-elita-sabila-nur-2029829
https://www.thedailystar.net/lifestyle/news/understanding-tandoori-chai-2026033
https://www.thedailystar.net/star-live/news/ae-talk-elita-sabila-nur-2029829
https://www.thedailystar.net/lifestyle/news/understanding-tandoori-chai-2026033


1/19/2021 Opinion: Can the mayor kill the dragon? | The Daily Star

https://www.thedailystar.net/country/opinion-can-the-mayor-kill-the-dragon-180256 7/7


